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Abstract
(approx 250 words)

The dramatic increase in recent years in the teaching of English as
a second language (in contradistinction to English as a foreign
language), both worldwide and in the New Zealand context, has
been associated with an almost dogmatic adherence generally to a
combination of the direct and communicative methods of
language teaching, constituting generally an immersion approach.
Increasingly however, researchers have drawn attention to the
value of a bilingual approach. The present study sought to explore
ESOL professionals' (both teachers' and language school
managers') evaluations of these approaches, from both a local and
an international perspective. In doing so, the study took into
account the professionals' own foreign language skills and
overseas work experience in assessing whether these factors were
involved in their perceptions of the relative usefulness of the two
broad approaches. Additional factors such as the linguistic
background of students and the gender of teachers and managers
were investigated in relation to differences in perceptions between
the two professional groups. Finally, implications for the
enhancement of the local language school industry were
considered on the basis of the study's conclusions.
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